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What are 
USDA Foods?

Foods that are 

purchased by the 

USDA from the 

American agricultural 

industry to support 

nutrition assistance 

programs.



Using USDA Foods

USDA Foods may be used in 

the meal preparation of any 

meal service under SFSP.



How is planned 
assistance level 
(PAL) funding 
determined for 
each sponsor?

Calculation is based on 

the number of 

reimbursable meals 

served in the previous 

school year.
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How to utilize
USDA Foods

• Demand Ordering

• USDA Department of Defense 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 

Program (USDA DoD Fresh) 



USDA Foods 
Demand 
Ordering

USDA offers a wide variety of 

foods:

• Lower in sodium, fat, and 
added sugar

• Provide flexibility and 
versatility

• No competitive bid needed

• Surplus NSLP items offered



Order Form



SFSP 
USDA Foods 
Orders

Order form opens in the 
CATS around May 10, 
2024

Orders are due by May 
23, 2024

USDA Foods are 
delivered to sponsors in 
June.



Benefits of 
Demand 
Ordering

One June 2024 delivery

No shipping, handling, 
delivery or processing 
fees
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The USDA 

Department of 

Defense Fresh Fruit 

and Vegetable 

Program (USDA DoD 

Fresh)

Provide the opportunity to 

allocate PAL dollars for 

ordering fresh fruit and 

vegetables.
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Where to 

Place Orders

• Access the Fresh 

Fruits and 

Vegetables Order 

Receipt System 

(FFAVORS)

• Ordering catalogs 

updated weekly



Benefits of the USDA DoD 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Program Summer Pilot

• Offers a variety of 

regional, high-quality 
produce at no extra cost

• $150 minimum order per 
delivery 

• Weekly deliveries 

available

• September 30th 

deadline to spend 

FFAVORS funds



SFSP 
FFAVORS 
Account 
Requirements

• Active FFAVORS account required 

for 2023 participation

• Submit account request for future 

year participation



Now what? 
• In the SFSP Sponsor Application
• #52 – check “yes” and in the box provide the name 

and address of commodity delivery site

Deadline April 15, 2024



EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

QUESTIONS?

Office of Nutrition

25 S. Front Street, Mail Stop 303

Columbus, OH 43215

Fax: (614) 466-8505

Phone: (614) 466-2945

Jay.Armstrong@education.ohio.gov

Gretchen.Berndt@education.ohio.gov

Justin.Chapman@education.ohio.gov

Brian.Davis@education.ohio.gov

Christine.Farmer@education.ohio.gov
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