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Phonem ic Awar eness 



Object ives - Par t icipant s Will:
● In this session we will examine the sequence of 

phonological awareness skills in emergent readers.
● We will explore explicit and systematic instructional 

strategies for all learners.
● This session will provide engaging activities and look fors 

for administrators of evidence-based practices to use with 
all learners.



Students learn to read

from 
speech
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 in 4 children in America will grow up never learning to read or write.
In the United States the federal government estimates that 14% of the adult population is below basic and unable to perform functional reading tasks.
Another 29% are at basic but below intermediate.
Only 13% are classified as proficient
The two lowest groups do not read with fluency accuracy and comprehension necessary to decipher newspapers, health guidelines, schedules or manuals.



Why?



In the world of _______, nothing is ________.  Some _______ 

crea te  life  -sized  _______ ou t of ta ll bushes and  shrubs.  A 

__________ care fu l p lann ing and  clipp ing can  _________ 

________ pa ths.  __________ cu t and  shape  p lan ts in to  

__________, la rge r-than-life  and  ____________ leafy __________.  

What would  you  do if you  ___________ a  ____________ fu ll of 

these  an im als?  Would   you  walk righ t in? 



80% Accurat e



90% Accurat e

In the world of gardens, nothing is ________.  Some 

gardeners create life -sized _______ out of tall bushes and 

shrubs.  A gardener’s careful planning and clipping can 

_________ strange paths.  Others cut and shape plants into 

awesome, larger-than-life and ____________ leafy __________.  

What would you do if you discovered a garden full of these 

_________?  Would  you walk right in?





HOLD for AT slides from Shawna

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Positioning of students who may have physical difficulties sitting--





• W e  can  d e te r m in e  w ith  o ve r  9 0 % accu r acy  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  a  
ch ild  in  k in d e r gar te n  w ill b e  in  th e  b o t to m  10 % o f r e ad e r s in  
2n d  gr ad e  b y  lo o k in g a t :

• p h o n o lo gica l aw ar e n e ss

• se m an t ics (vo cab u lar y )

• o r th o gr ap h ic kn o w le d ge  (p r in t )

Pr edict ing Poor  Reading



The 5 Essent ial Component s of 
Reading Inst r uct ion

• Phonem ic Awar eness
• Phon ics, decod ing, spel l ing and wor d  

r ecogn i t ion
• T ext r ead ing f luency
• Vocabular y  (know ledge of  wor d  

m ean ings)
• Com pr ehension  of  connected text

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The federally funded NO Child Left Behind Act of 2001 enumerated essential components of reading instruction based on the Report of the National Reading Panel.

Since then the five essential components of reading have served to organize programs of instruction, assessment programs, and teacher education requirements.

These components are now found in all core, comprehensive reading programs by major publishers.




Findings of the National Early Literacy Panel
Six variables representing early literacy skills had medium to large predictive relationships with later 

measures of literacy development. These six variables include:

1.Alphabet knowledge (AK): knowledge of the names and sounds associated with printed letters
2.Phonological awareness (PA): the ability to detect, manipulate, or analyze the auditory aspects of spoken 
language (including the ability to distinguish or segment words, syllables, or phonemes), independent of 
meaning
3.Rapid automatic naming (RAN) of letters or digits: the ability to rapidly name a sequence of random letters 
or digits.  
4.RAN of objects or colors: the ability to rapidly name a sequence of repeating random sets of pictures of 
objects (e.g., “car,” “tree,” “house,” “man”) or colors
5.Writing or writing name: the ability to write letters in isolation on request or to write one’s own name
6.Phonological memory: the ability to remember spoken information for a short period of time

Executive Summary Developing Early Literacy: Report of the National Early Literacy Panel, 2009
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/NELPReport09.pdf
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https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/NELPReport09.pdf


The Simple View of Reading

Word 
Recognition X

Language 
Comprehension = Reading 

Comprehension

Based on the Simple View of Reading by 
Gough and Tunmer, 1986

Phonological 
Awareness

Decoding (Phonics, 
Advanced Phonics)

Sight Word 
Recognition

Background 
Knowledge

Vocabulary

Language

Verbal Reasoning





Adapted from Michigan’s Integrated Behavior and Learning Support Initiative, 2017 

Changing Emphasis of the Subskills of the Five Components of Reading



Phonological = big units Phonemic = smallest unit of sound

● Phonological awareness is a broad skill that 
includes identifying and manipulating units of 
oral language – parts such as words, syllables, 
and onsets and rimes. 

● Children who have phonological awareness 
are able to identify and make oral rhymes, can 
clap out the number of syllables in a word, 
and can recognize words with the same initial 
sounds like 'money' and 'mother.'

● Phonemic awareness is a subset of 
phonological awareness that focuses 
specifically on recognizing and manipulating 
phonemes, the smallest units of sound. 

● Phonemes combine to form syllables and 
words.
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Phonological vs. Phonemic Awareness

Phonemics awareness had an effect size of .86 (National Reading Panel)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Phonemic Awareness
Necessary for learning the alphabetic code
Predicts later outcomes in reading and spelling
Phonemic awareness weaknesses are common in poor readers and spellers

Direct instruction in phonemic awareness benefits novice readers and spellers.  
For older readers, you aren’t tapping out cvc words, but to spell catastrophic, you can break it into syllables and then identify the sounds.  
The national reading panel concluded that teaching children to manipulate phonemes prior to phonics instruction made for more successful understanding of phonics and sight words.  This is why it is its own early literacy skill. 



Dr. Carol Tolman, LETRS 



T each  
P h o n e m ic 
Aw ar e n e ss!

Want better word recognition and fluency????





The Job of t he Phonological Pr ocessor

● T he phonological  p r ocessor  has m any  jobs, al l  of  
them  r elated to the per cep t ion , m em or y , and 
p r oduct ion  of  speech . 

● Phoneme awareness is o n e  jo b  o f th e  p h o n o lo gica l 
p r o ce sso r . 

● C h ild r e n  w h o  h ave  t r o u b le  w ith  p h o n o lo gica l 
p r o ce ssin g sh o w  a  var ie ty  o f sy m p to m s, su ch  as 
d ifficu lty  r e m e m b e r in g  so u n d s fo r  le t te r s o r  
b le n d in g th e m  to ge th e r , d ifficu lty  r e co gn iz in g 
th e  su b t le  d iffe r e n ce s b e tw e e n  sim ila r  w o r d s, an d  
t r o u b le  sp e llin g a ll th e  sp e e ch  so u n d s in  a  w o r d .

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Job of the Phonological Processor
This processing system enables us to perceive, remember, interpret, and produce the speech-sound system of our own language and learn the sounds of other languages. 
The phonological processor enables us to imitate and produce prosody, or the stress patterns, in speech, including the rise and fall of the voice during phrasing. 
It is responsible for such functions as:
Mentally categorizing and identifying the phonemes in a
language system;
Producing the speech sounds and syllable sequences in words;
Comparing and distinguishing words that sound similar
(e.g., reintegrate vs. reiterate);
Remembering and repeating the words in a phrase or the
sounds in a word;
Retrieving specific words from the mental dictionary (lexicon)
and pronouncing them;
Holding the sounds of a word in memory so that a word can  be
written down; and
Taking apart the sounds in a word so that they can be matched
with alphabetic symbols. 



Subtypes of Reading Difficulties ~ Dr. David Kilpatrick





Pre-K, Kindergarten

Kindergarten, First

First, Second Grade +



Emergent Literacy … Early Literacy  
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Oral Language Phonological Awareness Print Knowledge

Speaking & Listening Conscious awareness of/ability to 
manipulate the sound structures of 

spoken language

Print awareness, 
alphabet knowledge, 

being a writer



Pre-K State Standards
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STANDARD STATEMENT
With modeling and support identify, blend 
and segment syllables in spoken words.
With modeling and support, orally blend 
and segment familiar compound words.

STANDARD STATEMENT
With modeling and support, recognize and 
produce rhyming words.

STANDARD STATEMENT
With modeling and support identify initial 
and final sounds in spoken words.

STANDARD STATEMENT
With Modeling and support, blend and 
segment onset and rhyme in single-syllable 
spoken words.



Ear ly Phonological Awar eness Skills
● Syl lables breaking apart words 
● Al l i terat ion same sound at the start (Silly Sally)

○ I need to know beginning sounds but also have an oral language vocabulary
● Onset  Rime: The onset is the part of the word before the vowel; not all words have onsets. 

The rime is the part of the word including the vowel and what follows it. Digraphs stay 
together. Blends you can separte.
○ j - - ump (jump), r- - an (ran), m- - ake (make)

● Rhyming: 
○ Rhyme Recognition
○ Rhyme Production



Syllable Cards
● Using visual tools, aligned with what students with disabilities may be using in the 

inclusive environment.  
● Teach the number of syllables in words.  
● In PreK and kindergarten whole group, use the letters.  For intervention, do NOT 

include the letters. 

bub bles

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1f0TkSNBMByJDbE8AL01e9Nmhm5BdNcPS_iMkGIsg2AI/edit?usp=sharing




HOLD for Shawna SWD AT Slide



Pre-schooler demonstrating Phonological 
Awareness Skills

Hop the Hoops

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_0qLI9OouU


Basic Phonological Awar eness

● Phoneme Blending

● Phoneme Segmentat ion



Phoneme Blending
Tap it , Map it , Zap it

● Star t  by  tapp ing the sounds in  the wor d .
● Place a m ar ker  on  the gr id  to m ap each  

sound.
● T hen  use y our  f inger  to blend the sounds. 
● Final ly , use y ou bingo wand to zap  the 

sounds up , blend ing the wor d  f r om  lef t  to 
r igh t .  

Fifty Nifty Activities by Judi Dodson, page 12

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demonstrate with Felt, magnets, chips



Phoneme Segment ing Gr id:
● Use foam  t i les (or  other  m an ipu lat ive) to p r act ice 

phonem e segm en tat ion , blend ing, and sy l lables



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=leN3Vf7wTSU






Phonological Awar eness Hint s 

● Sy l l ab les ar e easi er  th an  sou n ds i n  w or ds.
● Say  each  sy l l ab le or  sou n d  i n  1-secon d  i n ter val s. D ecr ease th e 

t im e i n ter val  to m ak e th e task  easier  as n eeded .
● Say  on l y  th e sou n ds of  i n d i v i du al  l et ter s i n  th e w or d  (e.g., say  

/ d /  / aw /  / g/ , n ot  “d ”  “o”  “g”  or  / dă/  / ŏ/  / gă/ ).
● Begin n in g sou n ds ar e easi er  to i solate th an  en d in g sou n ds; 

m idd le sou n ds ar e th e h ar dest  to i solate.
● Con son an t clu ster s/ b len ds ar e m or e d i f f i cu l t .
● A lp h abet A r c

http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/F_001a.pdf


Online Resour ces for  Alphabet  
Fla s h ca r d s  a n d  Alp h a b e t  Ch a r t s   

• Alphabet chart on LRI website:  www.literacyresourcesinc.com
• Website for ABC Ideas:  http://empoweringlittlelearners.blogspot.com/2011/09/alphabet-power.html:
• Free Alphabet Chart: https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Alphabet-and-Letter-Sounds-Charts-FREE-

1755955
• Chart with Letters and Pictures: http://www.guruparents.com/support-files/alphabet-chart.pdf
• Alphabet Printable Pack from Playdough to Plato:  http://www.playdoughtoplato.com/wp-

content/uploads/2016/05/FREEAlphabetPrintablesChartClipCardsPuzzles.pdf
• ABC Pocket Chart Activity: http://thisreadingmama.com/wp-

content/uploads/2012/04/AlphabetforPocketChartCubes.pdf
• Alphabet Printable Activities:  http://www.first-school.ws/theme/alphabetp7.htm
• Alphabet Flashcards:  https://mrprintables.com/alphabet-flash-cards.html
• http://www.123homeschool4me.com/2012/07/free-alphabet-wallcards-flashcards.html
• Home School Creations:  www.homeschoolcreations.net Click on ABC tab for printable flashcards and posters
• http://www.kinderalphabet.com/ Alphabet Clip Art
• Alphabet Flashcards with pictures  https://homemadebyjillfiles.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/alphabet-flashcards.pdf
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http://empoweringlittlelearners.blogspot.com/2011/09/alphabet-power.html
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Alphabet-and-Letter-Sounds-Charts-FREE-1755955
http://www.guruparents.com/support-files/alphabet-chart.pdf
http://www.playdoughtoplato.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/FREEAlphabetPrintablesChartClipCardsPuzzles.pdf
http://thisreadingmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/AlphabetforPocketChartCubes.pdf
http://www.first-school.ws/theme/alphabetp7.htm
https://mrprintables.com/alphabet-flash-cards.html
http://www.123homeschool4me.com/2012/07/free-alphabet-wallcards-flashcards.html
http://www.homeschoolcreations.net/
http://www.kinderalphabet.com/
https://homemadebyjillfiles.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/alphabet-flashcards.pdf


Language Awar eness
• Re p e a t in g  a  s e n t e n ce  & Nu r s e r y  Rh y m e s  

Ther e is a st r ong link bet ween t he nur ser y  r hy me knowledge of 
Pr e-K ch ildr en and  t heir  fu t ur e success in  r eading and spelling.         

-MacLean, Br y ant , and Br adley  (1987)

• Br eaking a sent ence in t o separ at e, spoken wor ds

• Clapping wor ds in  a sent ence

• Count ing wor ds in  a sent ence
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The Importance of Nursery Rhymes
Ther e is a st r ong link bet ween t he nur ser y  r hy me knowledge of Pr e- K 

ch ild r e n  a n d  t h e ir  fu t u r e  s u cce s s  in  r e a d in g  a n d  s p e llin g
- Ma cLe a n , Br y a n t , a n d  Br a d le y  (1987)

Re s e a r ch  s h o ws  t h a t  ch ild r e n  wh o  h a ve  m e m o r iz e d  n u r s e r y  r h y m e s  
b e co m e  b e t t e r  r e a d e r s  b e ca u s e  t h e y  d e ve lo p  a n  e a r ly  s e n s it ivit y  t o  t h e  

s o u n d s  o f t h e  la n g u a g e .  (Ma r ie  Cla y )

Eve r y  cu lt u r e  h a s  it s  o wn  “n u r s e r y  r h y m e s : o r  “o u t - lo u d  cu lt u r e .”
(Ne llie  Ed g e , 2012)

Me m o r iz in g  n u r s e r y  r h y m e s  e ffo r t le s s ly  p la n t s  t h e  g r a m m a t ica l s t r u c t u r e  
(o r  s y n t a x) o f la n g u a g e  in  t h e  ch ild ’s  lo n g - t e r m  m e m o r y .  Th is  a cce le r a t e s  

b o t h  la n g u a g e  a n d  lit e r a cy  d e ve lo p m e n t . (Ne llie  Ed g e , 2012)
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Nursery Rhyme Resources
- PreKinders: http://www.prekinders.com/nursery-rhymes

• Mother Goose Club: http://www.mothergooseclub.com/printables.php
• Literacy Resources, Inc. www.literacyresourcesinc.com

• Fun with Mother Goose: http://www.funwithmothergoose.com/rhymes/rhymes.htm
• DLTK’s Growing Together:  http://www.dltk-teach.com/rhymes/
• Story It: www.storyit.com
• First-School Preschool Activities and Crafts: 
• http://www.first-school.ws/theme/cp_nursery_rhymes.htm

• Hubbard’s Cupboard:  Printable letter writing pages with nursery rhymes & art project ideas to 
match nursery rhymes:  http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/abcs-and-rhyme/

• 24 Printable Nursery Rhymes Mini Books http://www.state.lib.la.us/literacy-and-
reading/early-literacy/nursery-rhyme-printable-mini-books

• Nursery Rhyme Flip Chart: www.scholastic.com
42

http://www.prekinders.com/nursery-rhymes
http://www.mothergooseclub.com/printables.php
http://www.literacyresourcesinc.com/
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http://www.scholastic.com/
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Source:  http://www.prekinders.com/nursery-rhymes

Show nur ser y  r hy me t o 
s t u d e n t s  t o  m o d e l o n e -
t o - o n e  co r r e s p o n d e n ce .  
Us e  n u r s e r y  r h y m e s  in  a  
p o e t r y  fo ld e r  t o  p r a c t ice  
flu e n cy  in  1s t g r a d e  
c la s s r o o m s .





Assess Phonological  Awar eness Sk i l ls!

Lite r acy  Re so u r ce s In c: P h o n e m ic Aw ar e n e ss, L ite r acy  
Sk ills ...

Eq u ip p e d  fo r  Re ad in g Su cce ss (P AST )

How do we know what  t o t each?

https://www.literacyresourcesinc.com/
https://equippedforreadingsuccess.com/


Advanced Phonological Awareness

● Phoneme Deletion
● Phoneme Substitution
● Phoneme Reversal
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Add Kilpatrick- both books, Equipped for Reading, other 
Heggerty books

http://products.brookespublishing.com/Interventions-for-Reading-Success-Second-Edition-P734.aspx


Thank you!
Nancy Osko, Regional Early Literacy Specialist, Region 2
Angie Schaal, Regional Early Literacy Specialist, Region 1

Lorie Lubman, Regional Early Literacy Specialist, Region 5
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