
Types of Text 

● Decodable Text
● Predictable Text
● Leveled Text



Premise for Decodable Text
• Students will learn to read words 

by using phonics patterns.
• Beginning readers should read 

words they have been taught to 
decode so that they do not 
develop the habit of guessing 
the word based on the picture 
or the content.

• Beginning readers need to 
develop the habit of reading 
accurately. Power Readers from Voyager Sopris

http://store.voyagersopris.com/power-
readers/

http://store.voyagersopris.com/power-readers/


Characteristics of Decodable Text

• Include words with phonics patterns students have 
been explicitly taught.

• Include high frequency words and story words 
students have been explicitly taught.

• Start with CVC words and move on to more complex 
spelling patterns.

• Focus on teaching decoding not comprehension.



Decodable Text: The Gig (short i)

Din! Din!
Tip hit the tin lid.
Din! Din! Din!
Jig! Jig!
The pig did a jig.
Jig, jig, jig!
Yip! Yip!
Kit did yip!
Yip, yip, yip!
Tip hit the tin lid.
The pig did a jig, and Kit did yip!

Text Taken from Power Readers, https://www.voyagersopris.com/literacy/power-readers/overview



Let’s take a look at another text . . .

Flyleaf Publishing www.FlyleafPublishing.com | 

















Phonics Skills in “Dot Likes to Dig”

Flyleaf Publishing www.FlyleafPublishing.com | 



Supercharged Readers

Supercharged Readers from Voyager Sopris is a set of 
decodable chapter books. These books are appropriate 
Tier 1 for students in grades 1 and grade 2. 
https://www.voyagersopris.com/product/supercharged-readers

https://www.voyagersopris.com/product/supercharged-readers


Decodable Text

STRENGTHS
• Students can sound out every word.
• Text provides opportunity for students to 

apply their phonics and leads to 
decoding automaticity.

• Builds good habits.
• NO GUESSING! 
• NO PICTURE CLUES!
• NO MEMORIZATION!

WEAKNESSES
• Interest
• Engagement
• Story
• Vocabulary



The 
Reading 
Rope

Decodable 
Text 



Let’s Look at Predictable Text

Predictable or 
Patterned Text:
•Repetitive or 
cumulative text 
patterns
•Matching text to 
illustrationsSource: Food To Eat, Houghton Mifflin



Level AA Text: Animals Nap

Source: Reading A-Z



Predictable Text 
STRENGTHS
1. More authentic language patterns for 

young readers.
2. Constructed around the repetition of 

language.
3. Supported with beautiful pictures or 

illustrations.
4. Allow for a level of early success 

unmatched in other text.
5. Enjoyable and Engaging!

WEAKNESSES
1. Design too supportive, allowing 

children to memorize the words or 
to figure them out from the pictures 
in place of, rather than in support 
of, decoding from print.

2. Not suited for beginning reading 
instruction where the goal is 
reading words accurately.



Let’s Look at Leveled Text
Premise of Leveled Readers

● Have some characteristics of 
predictable text. 

● Students learn to read through 
exposure to repeated words

● When students don't know a 
word, they are prompted to look 
at the picture to “read” the word.

● All reading needs to be “content” 
driven (sometimes referred to as 
“authentic”).

Characteristics of Leveled Readers

In lower leveled books for emergent, 
beginning, or struggling reader:

● Words are familiar to student
● Pictures support the words
● Words are repeated
● A significant portion of the words 

are high frequency words.

Used with permission from Linda Farrell, Plain Talk 2019 ⓒ2017 Readsters, LLC



How Are Books Leveled?
Books are leveled based on the 
following criteria:
• Length of words
• Number of different words
• Size and font and layout
• Difficulty of vocabulary and 

content
• Predictability of words
• Complexity of language and 

syntax

Levelled Books DO NOT have 
specified phonics patterns 
based on a scope and 
sequence from easiest to 
hardest.

BOOK LIST
Guided Reading Level F Book List

GRADES K-2

https://www.scholastic.com/content/teachers/en/lists/17-18/guided-reading-level-f-book-list.html


Level A Text: Little Chimp Big Chimp

Rigby PM Stars Individual Student Edition Red level (3-5)



Characteristics of Texts at Earliest Levels

● Simple factual texts
● Picture books  
● Text and concepts highly supported    

by pictures    
● One line of text on each page  
● Familiar, easy content  
● Repeating language patterns (3‐6 

words per page)  
● Short, predictable sentences  
● Almost all vocabulary familiar to 

children – strongly high-frequency 
word based



An Example of a Slightly More Advanced Level 



As Levels Advance Characteristics Change

● Familiar content that expands 
beyond home, neighborhood, and 
school  

● Some longer stretches of dialogue  
● Some longer sentences – more 

than ten words – with prepositional 
phrases, adjectives, and dialogue   

● More details in the illustrations  
● Most texts three to eight lines of 

text per page  





Higher Levels = More Complex Spelling Patterns



Leveled Text
STRENGTH
● Leveled texts are texts that are 

made for the student to interact 
with for a “real life” purpose.

● The earliest leveled books 
include pictures that are highly 
supportive of the meaning of the 
story.

● Leveled texts are created using 
natural speech patterns that can 
lift the level of oral language for 
students.

WEAKNESS
● Leveled Books DO NOT have 

specified phonics patterns based on 
a scope and sequence.

● Texts do not consistently increase 
word level demands as levels 
increase.

● New words and phonics patterns are 
used at too fast a pace for                        
beginning readers.
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