Culminating Course Project 
The Work and Family Studies “Culminating Course Project” guidelines and “Culminating Course Project Rubric for Evaluation” have been developed as one tool for measuring student performance in Work and Family Studies courses. Results of this project will provide you with one measure of local student performance data and will also provide one measure of statewide performance data. 
Culminating Course Project is one performance measure approved by the State Board of Education for 
students enrolled in Work & Family Studies programs, which include: 

· High School Work & Family Life 
· Middle School Work & Family Life 
· GRADS 

The performance measure states: 
(18) Culminating Course Project 
High Performance Standard: 
Students enrolled in Work and Family Studies will achieve a designated score of 75% on their culminating course service learning project, using a scenario and performance assessment. 

Working Definition: 

The percentage of students enrolled in Work and Family Studies who obtain the benchmark, as demonstrated in completion of a culminating course project and assessed with the performance assessment tool. 
Objective/Definition 
A Culminating Course Project demonstrates achievement of the course competencies, active student growth and reflection. It incorporates problem solving, leadership, and management of work and family responsibilities.  
Performance Assessment 
Performance assessments provide students with opportunities to demonstrate their learning in a variety of structured and unstructured situations over time.  Performance assessments encompass both authentic and alternative assessment.  Authentic assessment engages students in applying knowledge and skills in the same way they are used in the world outside of school.  Students demonstrate their learning through a product, performance, or exhibition.  Assessment criteria or standards are determined upfront with student input.  Alternative assessment requires students to demonstrate knowledge and skills in ways beyond or in addition to conventional methods (such as pencil-paper objective tests).
1 Allenspach, A., Laurenson, S., White, R., Loyd, M.. (1996). Alternative Assessment: A Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher’sTool Kit, Columbus, OH: Vocational Instructional Materials Laboratory, The Ohio State University. 
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Examples 
1. Portfolio - a notebook or scrapbook of selected work with some demonstration of reflection over the work. Grading should be on knowledge or skills acquired, not on judgments or values. 
2. “Final Exam” - an exam that is scenario driven or demonstrates the student’s performance or skills learned. An oral or written test over what they learned about the competencies of the course and how it will be of use to them now and in the future. 
3. Oral and/or Visual Presentation or Written Report demonstrating the criteria of the above objective. 
4. Service Learning Projects that demonstrate the criteria of the above objective. 
5. Individual, Group or Class Projects that demonstrate the criteria of the above objective. 
6. FCCLA Projects such as the Power of One that demonstrate the criteria of the above 
objective. 

Recommendations 
· Culminating Course Projects are probably something you are already doing. 
· Culminating Course Projects should require reflection. 
· Culminating Course Projects should be well planned. 
· Culminating Course Projects should encourage creativity, from both the teacher and the student. 
· Culminating Course Projects should involve parents and/or guardians, even if through nothing more than record keeping activities (signing contracts, verifying activities, etc.) 
· Culminating Course Projects will require a system for record keeping such as a file or portfolio for each student. 
· Culminating Course Projects must use the same assessment tool through-out the state, but may ALSO be graded with one’s own assessment tool. 
· Culminating Course Projects may be graded by a panel of student peers or a combination of teacher, student, community, parents, etc.  The reporting of any ONE of the CCP grades on the state approved assessment tool is all that is required. 
· Culminating Course Projects are an excellent opportunity to involve the community (advisory committee, school board, businesses, community agencies) 
· Culminating Course Projects should involve individual life application of content, academic and Core ITAC competencies 
· Culminating Course Project ideas and recommendations can be found in Alternative Assessment: A Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher’s Tool Kit. This resource is available for purchase at www.cete.org/products or by calling 614-292-4277. 
· Culminating Course Projects are necessary to assure funding for the Work and Family Life programs. 
State Requirements 
· The state-designed “Culminating Course Projects Rubric for Evaluation” must be used with each student in each course.  
· Aggregate results must be reported via the respective annual reporting system for each Work and Family Studies program.  
· Scores should be reported to the nearest whole number. 
Review Panel 
The following teachers reviewed and contributed to the development of Culminating Course Project: 
Cathy Allison, GRADS Teacher, Auburn Career Center  
Linda Bowlby, Middle School Work and Family Life Teacher, Wynford Jr. / Sr. High School 
Susan Butts, Middle School Work and Family Life Teacher, Princeton High School 
Connie Cline, Middle School Work and Family Life Teacher, Mt. Vernon Middle School 
Nancy Hildreth, High School Work and Family Life Teacher, Northmont High School 
Maggie Hughes, GRADS Teacher, U.S. Grant JVS 
Candy Miller, High School Work and Family Life Teacher, Caldwell High School 
Elaine Riggle, Middle/High School Work and Family Life Teacher, Bealsville Jr/Sr. High School  
Loretta Shaffner, High School Work and Family Life Teacher, Madison Junior High 

Culminating Course Project Rubric for Evaluation
Student Name: 










Group Name/Members Names: 








Title of Project: 










Assessment Tool: 
Directions to the teacher, student, or peer reviewer: Shade in the scale from right to left at the point that indicates how effectively the culminating course project meets the stated criteria. 

1. STUDENT GROWTH/LEARNING
5


4


3


2


          1
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	Ideas fully explored

Significant gain in knowledge or skills

Challenging to student


	Unfocused or no new ideas

Little or no gain in knowledge or skills

Little or no challenge attempted


2. LEADERSHIP
5


4


3


2


          1
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	Highly involved in project

Highly motivated to complete and 
participate in project

Accepts responsibility for all parts o
f the project
	Little or no involvement in project

Little or no motivation or interest 
in project

Accepts little or no responsibility
for the project


3. RELATING TO OTHERS
5


4


3


2


          1
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	Utilizes people as resources

Effective communication (clear and effective 
manner of expression)

Team work demonstrated
	Little or no human resources used

Ideas, feelings, needs are disorganized 
or poorly expressed

Little or no group contribution


4.  PROBLEM SOLVING

5


4


3


2


          1
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	Effectively identified problem(s)

Identified desired solutions or options

Completed project on time

Set priorities

Organized and well planned
	Uncertain or problem(s)

Problems(s) not stated clearly 
or correctly

Did not use sufficient resources 
to determine useful solution


5.  MANAGING WORK & FAMILY LIFE
5


4


3


2


          1
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	No wasted time or effort

Followed a plan and stayed on task

Completed project on time

Set priorities

Organized and well planned
	A lot of time and effort used without 
purposeful results

Vague or no time line or plan

Project late or incomplete


6.  APPLIED TO CURRENT COURSE COMPETENCIES

5


4


3


2


          1
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	Includes information from several sections or 
areas of the course

Applies information to life
	


7.  REFLECTION/SELF EVALUATION

5


4


3


2


          1
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	Able to identify personal growth and 
learning that resulted from the course
	Little or no identification of personal 
growth or learning gained from 
the course or project










Score:  











(Maximum of 35 – use whole numbers)
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